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7:45 a.m. Registration Opens

8:30– 9:00 a.m. Welcome & Opening Plenary

Ballroom Julia Neighbors, JD – Prevent Child Abuse Georgia 

Angie Boy, DrPH – Stephanie V. Blank Center for Safe and Healthy Children  

Plenary Speaker- Tom Rawlings, DFCS Commissioner 

9:15– 10:30 a.m. Morning Session A

Peachtree ACEs, Neurodevelopment, and Health Disparities: Consequences and Responses 
Dogwood Human Trafficking Meets Healthcare: An Opportunity for Intervention

DeKalb Kidz2Leaders: Ending Generational Incarceration

Centennial A&B Leveraging the Family First Prevention Services Act to Invest in Family Preservation

Centennial C&D Looking Beyond Behavior

10:45 a.m. – 12 p.m. Morning Session B

Peachtree Addressing Co-Morbidity of Youth Homelessness, Trauma, Trafficking & Systems Involvement

Dogwood Bumps, Bruises and Broken Bones

DeKalb Connections Matter Pt. 1 (Please plan to attend both sessions)

Centennial A&B It's Everyone's Responsibility: Mandated Reporting Panel

Centennial C&D Interrupting Pathways from Postpartum Depression to Child Maltreatment

12 p.m. Lunch- Ballroom

Awards Mark Chaffin Impact and Community Awards Presentation

Keynote Fearless Dialogues 

Rev. Gregory Ellison II, PhD, and Rev. Angela Johnson, MDiv

1:45– 3p.m. Afternoon Session C

Peachtree Motivational Interviewing and Coaching Parents that Use Physical Discipline Pt. 1 
(Please plan to attend both sessions)

Dogwood Grandparents Raising Grandchildren: Promoting Nurturing Environments Through 
Community Support 

DeKalb Connections Matter Pt. 2 (Please plan to attend both sessions)

Centennial A&B Preventing Inequities in Risk for Child Abuse through Policy and Social Norms Change

Centennial C&D Fearless Dialogues: Reflections 

3-3:15 p.m. Snacks Served Outside of Workshop Rooms and by Exhibitor Area

3:15– 4:30 p.m. Afternoon Session D

Peachtree Motivational Interviewing and Coaching Parents that Use Physical Discipline Pt. 2 
(Please plan to attend both sessions)

Dogwood Child Sexual Abuse Exams: It’s Normal to be Normal

DeKalb Georgia Family Support Network: Building Nurturing Communities in Georgia 

Centennial A&B How Schools are Responding to the Mandate to Provide Child Sexual Abuse 
Prevention Education in Public Schools Grades K-9

Centennial C&D Exploring and Explaining Grooming Activities in Child Molestation Investigations

AGENDA



Peachtree Room
“Adverse Childhood Experiences, Neurodevelopment, and Health Disparities: the Long-Term Effects of 

Childhood Adversity and How We Can Respond.”

In recent decades, an substantial body of research has found that adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and other types of 
psychosocial stress can have profound and lasting detrimental effects on our physical, mental, and social well-being. This 
workshop will provide a foundational overview of ACEs as well as discuss how childhood adversity affects neurodevelopment, 
disparities in trauma, the essential components of building resilience, secondary trauma, and how adopting a trauma-informed 
framework can anchor us to empathy. 

Stan Sonu, MD, MPH, is an Assistant Professor at Emory’s Division of General Medicine and Geriatrics with a secondary 
appointment to the Division of General Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine. He is also the Associate Program Director for the 
Emory J. Willis Hurst Internal Medicine Residency Program and a site leader for the Preventive Medicine Residency Program. Dr. 
Sonu’s research focuses on health equity, long-term effects of adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), and how health systems 
can respond. He has also contributed to a screening tool for social determinants of health and ACEs in ambulatory pediatric 
clinics. 

Dogwood Room
“Human Trafficking Meets Healthcare: An Opportunity for Intervention” – View Presentation 

This presentation will discuss an overview of a screening tool developed by a team of healthcare providers to help identify 
trafficking victims in the pediatric setting. As part of the team involved in this research, Dr. Greenbaum will present the 6-item 
screening tool and how it is used to identify potential victims of exploitation and provide trauma-informed care to these patients.

Jordan Greenbaum, MD, received her medical degree from Yale School of Medicine and is board-certified in anatomic and 
forensic pathology. She served as the medical director of the Stephanie V. Blank Center for Safe and Healthy Children at 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta from 2006-2015 and continues to work with Children’s along with the International Centre for 
Missing and Exploited Children on their Global Health Initiative. 

DeKalb Room
“Kidz2Leaders: Ending Generational Incarceration”- View Presentation

Parental incarceration is a recognized adverse childhood experience. Kidz2Leaders (K2L) has worked for 20 years to break the 
cycle of incarceration by providing stability, opportunity, and community to children of inmates in Georgia. Ninety-nine percent
of the program’s alumni are living free from incarceration by building long-term relationships through the 10-year program 
continuum. This workshop will show how parental incarceration affects children, how practitioners can better serve families of 
inmates, and why Kidz2Leaders’ program model is working.

Christina Cummings, MPA, joined K2L as Director of Programs in January 2013 and was named Executive Director in 2017. 
Christina has worked for over 10 years serving at-risk children and families. Christina was a recipient of the 2014 Nonprofit 
Leaders “30 Under 30” award, sponsored by the Georgia Center for Nonprofits. She earned a BA in Public Relations from the 
University of Georgia, as well as a MPA.

Toria Peterson, MS, joined K2L staff in October 2018 as the first-ever Family Support Manager. Toria earned her Master’s in 
Christian Counseling from Richmont Graduate University, and also holds a BS in Early Childhood Education with a minor in 
Psychology. She has experience in counseling, mentoring, and teaching mothers, couples, parents, and young women through 
a variety of avenues. 

Hope Rosenlund, CTRS, joined K2L in May 2017 as the Director of Programs. Previously, Hope was a team member at Camp 
Twin Lakes where she was heavily involved with Camp Hope. She has extensive volunteer experience working with at-risk teens 
through Young Life, where she served as a leader in a high school. Hope earned a BA in Therapeutic Recreation from Clemson 
University.

WORKSHOPS

M o r n i n g  S e s s i o n  A        9 : 1 5 a . m . - 1 0 : 3 0 a . m .

https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/Talk-for-SVB-conference-HT-and-screening.pdf
https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/K2L-PCA-GA-Presentation.pdf


Centennial Rooms A & B
“Leveraging the Family First Prevention Services Act to Invest in Family Preservation”- View Presentation

The Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA) allows for federal reimbursement of certain evidence-based services to 
prevent children from entering into foster care. The provisions of the Act invite a broader systemic conversation about how 
the state prevents and responds to child abuse and neglect. This workshop will outline the Division of Family and Children 
Services’ (DFCS) vision for a child welfare system that empowers parents, extended families, and communities to keep 
children safe from harm and support families; discuss how FFPSA funding can be used to further these goals; and address 
other systemic factors needed to create a successful framework for family preservation.

Shelby Zimmer, MSW, works in the Safety Services Unit at DFCS and oversees the state's compliance with the Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment Act requirements for services to substance exposed infants and their families.

Melissa D. Carter, JD, is a Clinical Professor of Law at Emory Law School and Executive Director of the Barton Child Law and 
Policy Center. She has served as Georgia’s Child Advocate, the state’s child welfare ombudsman, and with Georgia’s Court 
Improvement Project. Melissa was appointed by Governor Deal to serve on the Child Welfare Reform Council, Commission 
on Family Violence, and State Juvenile Justice Advisory Group.

Centennial Rooms C & D
“Looking Beyond Behavior”- View Presentation

In Georgia, Pre-K students are being suspended and expelled at levels three times higher than students in K-12. Additionally, 
HB 740 now mandates that students Pre-K through third grade receive tiered supports from or through RTI or MTSS 
(Georgia Tiered System of Supports) prior to being expelled or suspended for more than 5 days.  This session will focus on 
taking a closer look at students to identify signals and indicators of underlying skill deficits that may impact student 
behavior.

Cheryl Galloway-Benefield, EdS, is the Program Manager for Safe and Drug-Free Schools at the Georgia Department of 
Education. Her career includes teaching, administration, and family engagement. In addition to numerous committee 
appointments, Cheryl chairs the Georgia Department of Education's Suicide Prevention Task Force and serves as President 
of NAMI Georgia. 

Micole Talley, EdD, is Georgia’s IDEA 619 Coordinator for Preschool Special Education. Dr. Talley has over 20 years of 
experience serving students in general and special education. She supports educators in Georgia by providing trainings and 
technical assistance to improve program implementation, strengthen state support systems for young children in Georgia, 
and build the capacity of educators serving preschool students with disabilities.

https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/PCAGeorgiaFFPSA_091219.pdf
https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/Looking-Beyond-Behavior-September-2019-6-5-19ver-KW-edits.pdf


Peachtree
“Co-Morbidity of Youth Homelessness, Trauma, Trafficking and Systems Involvement” – View Presentation

The Atlanta Youth Count 2018 (AYC 2018) is a National Institute of Justice study measuring prevalence of sex and labor 
trafficking among youth who are homeless in the metro-Atlanta area. Using AYC 2018 data, researchers will present on youth 
trauma, commercial sexual exploitation or trafficking, involvement in juvenile justice, involvement in the foster care system, 
and relevant policy implications. 

Eric R. Wright, PhD, is a Second Century Initiative Professor of Sociology and Public Health and Chair of the Sociology 
Department at GSU. His research surrounds mental health policy, substance use, sexual health, and HIV/STI prevention. 
Additionally, Dr. Wright is actively conducting research regarding health disparities in minority and vulnerable communities.

Nicholas Forge, PhD, is a Clinical Assistant Professor in the School of Social Work at Georgia State University. He has been co-
investigator and clinical field director on the Atlanta Youth Count and Needs Assessment and co-led research involving LGBTQ 
homeless youth. He is currently co-investigating trafficking among youth experiencing homelessness.

Ana LaBoy, MA, is a Research Associate and Co-Director of the AYC 2018. Her research focuses on the intersection of 
homelessness, LGBTQ disparities, and implications of resilience and future orientation on individuals’ health and housing situations.

Jasmine Terry has a BA in Psychology and is finishing her MSW at Georgia State University. She hopes to educate others on the 
importance of mental health in vulnerable and ensure resources are accessible to communities in need. 

Dogwood Room

“Bumps, Bruises and Broken Bones” – View Presentation
This presentation will go over signs of child physical abuse and provide tools to help distinguish abusive from accidental 
injuries. While it’s normal for children to sustain injuries through play, there are characteristics of the injuries that can 
determine the cause. Participants will better understand the various injury types, factors used in distinguishing between 
abusive versus non-abusive injuries, and learn about resources available to assist with working challenging cases.

Stephen Messner, MD, earned his medical degree from the Medical College of Virginia and completed his pediatric residency 
at the University of Florida where he became faculty in the general pediatrics division. In 2007, Dr. Messner joined the Child 
Protection Team at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta and was appointed Medical Director in 2016. Dr. Messner is a Fellow of 
the American Academy of Pediatrics and a member of the GA AAP section on child abuse. 

DeKalb
“Part I: Exploring Adverse Childhood Experiences and Introduction to Connections Matter” – View Presentation

Recent research shows that experiencing trauma, especially as a child, can dramatically change the brain and increase the risk 
of health and social problems throughout a lifetime. Science also explains that caring relationships can prevent and mitigate
the effects of trauma. That is why PCA Georgia and the Georgia Center for Child Advocacy (GCCA) are bringing the 
Connections Matter training initiative to Georgia. Connections Matter explores adverse childhood experiences using Georgia 
data and teaches audiences the importance of interactions and connections to help prevent and alleviate the consequences of 
trauma. Please plan to attend the second part of this workshop at 1:45pm in the same room. 

Julia Neighbors, JD, is the Executive Director of Prevent Child Abuse Georgia, housed in the Mark Chaffin Center for Healthy 
Development at Georgia State University. Her past experience includes work with court appointed special advocates, a senior 
attorney with the Fulton County Child Attorney’s Office and the project manager for JUST Georgia. In 2013, Julia was 
appointed to the Board of the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice and served until 2019.

Tiffany Sawyer is the Director of Prevention Services at the GCCA where she oversees the statewide abuse prevention initiative 
that has trained over 100,000 adults since 2006. Previously, she worked as an Associate Director at Darkness to Light, a 
national non-profit for the prevention of child sexual abuse. At Darkness to Light, she assisted in creating the Stewards of 
Children training curriculum and helped to launch the program on a national and international level.

M o r n i n g  S e s s i o n  B        1 0 : 4 5 a . m . - 1 2 p . m .

WORKSHOPS

https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/Addressing-Co-Morbidity-of-Youth-Homelessness-Trauma-Trafficking-and-Systems-Involvement.pdf
https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/Messner_SVBConfAMTalk9.19.pdf
https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/PCAGA-Conf.-ACEsCM-slides-Sept-2019.pdf


Centennial Rooms A & B
“It’s Everyone’s Responsibility: Mandated Reporting” 

Panelists will discuss their experiences and services for preventing and identifying child abuse and neglect, including training for 
those who work with children and families. Ideally, mandated reporting is the early recognition of child maltreatment and 
prevents further abuse from occurring. Frequently, there are indicators that children may be at risk before abuse occurs, and
those who work with families can offer services and resources before it happens. Panelists will share how they use their 
expertise and resources to aid in identification, reporting, and preventing child abuse and neglect. 

Angie Boy, DrPH, is the Program Manager for Prevention and Education at the Stephanie V. Blank Center for Safe and Healthy 
Children at Children's Healthcare of Atlanta (CHOA). She oversees projects related to child abuse and neglect. Prior to coming 
to CHOA, she worked for the GA Coalition Against Domestic Violence as the Project Connect Coordinator.

Carla Rogg, MSW, is Founding Principal and President of Care Solutions, Inc. Ms. Rogg’s responsibilities include executive 
leadership for client projects and overall management of the company. Since 2009, she has also led the firm's online training
division, ProSolutions Training. Ms. Rogg has a deep understanding of the issues facing state agencies, especially in maximizing 
the use of data to support program management and evaluation.

Erica Goldthorp, MS, is a Senior Associate at Care Solutions and Senior Manager for Instructional Design for ProSolutions
Training. Ms. Goldthorp manages the development of training content for delivery through the company’s proprietary learning 
management system, and since 2009, has been responsible for development and management of three online mandated 
reporter trainings. 

Marva McIver-Reed, MS, is the Director of Special Operations with DFCS. Mrs. Reed has over 25 years of experience in social 
services, child welfare, and human service delivery programs. Mrs. Reed began as a case manager and has served as a Regional 
Director, a Class 5 County Director, State Program Administrator, and State Director of Child Well-Being.

Centennial Rooms C & D

“Interrupting Pathways from Postpartum Depression to Child Maltreatment: A Mobile Internet Intervention to 
Improve Mood and Parenting Practices that Promote Infant Social-Emotional Development” – View Presentation

Children whose mothers experience postpartum depression are at higher risk for child maltreatment. Mothers who are poor 
and of non-majority culture experience rates of depression at 3 to 5 times that of the general population yet are the least likely 
to access treatment due to systemic health access inequities. This presentation will describe the research of a mobile internet 
coaching intervention to improve maternal mood and parenting practices that promote infant social-emotional health. We will 
present preliminary data on maternal engagement and discuss barriers as well as strategies that mothers and coaches employ 
to address challenges.

Kathleen Baggett, PhD, is the interim Director of the Mark Chaffin Center for Healthy Development (MCCHD) in the School of 
Public Health at Georgia State University. She is an Associate Professor and a Second Century Initiative Scholar (2CI). Her 
research is on improving access to interventions for nurturing parenting and caregiving practices with infants and toddlers, 
especially for individuals with developmental disabilities and affected by minority health disparities. 

Katy Miller, MEd, is a Project Coordinator at MCCHD in the School of Public Health at GSU. She earned a Masters in Education in 
Child Studies from Vanderbilt University and is the assessment coordinator for the NIH-funded Mom & Baby Net project.

Brooke DiPetrillo, MPH, is a doctoral research assistant at MCCHD and works on the Mom & Baby Net project. Previously, she 
spent 10 years working for non-profits, including CARE and ChildFund, implementing community-based projects and grants in 
maternal and child health, parenting, early child development and youth employment. 

Chloe Beacham, is a doctoral student in the College of Education and Human Development and research assistant with the 
Mom & Baby Net project. She has worked in research at the Marcus Autism Center and Winship Cancer Institute at Emory. 

Alexandria Patterson, MPH, is a Project Coordinator at MCCHD in the School of Public Health at GSU where she also earned her 
MPH. She is the intervention coordinator for the NIH-funded Mom & Baby Net project.

https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/PCA-GA-2019-Baby-Net.pdf


Mary Smith has worked for over 50 years to improve the lives of the children and

families within her community. Mary spent 30 years as a teacher, a school counselor 

and finally, the Director of Social Services at Dalton Public Schools. When she 

“retired”, she began her second career as the Child Abuse Prevention Specialist                                              

with the Family Support Council in Dalton, a chartered  member of PCA Georgia. 

Mary is currently the director of a CAMP A.I.M (Adventures In Me), a summer 

program where sexually abused children receive support. Mary has been instrumental 

in establishing local initiatives that address child abuse and neglect and was the first chairperson and coauthor of the 

planning grant for Whitfield County’s Family Connection. She continues to attend the collaborative meetings to 

highlight the importance of prevention by providing “Pinwheels for Prevention.” She was also influential in opening 

the Greenhouse Child Advocacy Center, where she served on the original board that opened the Northwest Georgia 

Girls Group Home. She organized Church Safety Summits and trained over 350 individuals in leadership positions 

within the faith community. Mary is also a seasoned trainer and not only recruited and coordinated the training of 

thirteen local Darkness to Light facilitators, but also personally trained more than 2,000 people in her community. 

Mark Chaffin Community Award

Mary Smith

Mark Chaffin Impact Award

Susan Kelley, RN, PhD

Dr. Susan Kelley is an active contributor to the child abuse prevention field locally and 

nationally through service and research. She has served on numerous child abuse 

prevention boards and committees, and currently serves on the Boards of Prevent 

Child Abuse America, Academy on Violence and Abuse, Mercy Care Services, and 

the Community Advisory Board of the Institute on Healthcare and Human Trafficking 

at CHOA. She is a former board member of Prevent Child Abuse Georgia, the American Professional Society on the 

Abuse of Children. She has provided training and consultation locally, nationally and internationally, and has helped 

prepare future leaders. She has done extensive research on various aspects of child maltreatment, including families 

in which grandparents are raising grandchildren. She is the founder and director of Project Healthy Grandparents at 

GSU, a research and community service program that since 1995, has served over 1,000 families including 2,275 

children and secured over $5 million dollars of federal, state, and private funding. GSU recently recognized her 

outstanding leadership as the former Dean of the College of Health and Human Sciences by naming a new classroom 

in her honor. Dr. Kelley was also a colleague and friend of Mark Chaffin and her tremendous body of work and 

commitment to the field embodies his spirit.

“Mary is a ‘worker bee’ who believes in seeing 
things to completion; She never gives up.”

“Dr. Kelley is a passionate leader 

committed to the highest standards.”



Rev. Gregory Ellison II, PhD, is an associate professor of pastoral care and           
counseling at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. He earned 
his M.Div. and Ph.D. degrees in pastoral theology from Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Ellison is author of Fearless Dialogues: A New 
Movement for Justice and is committed to seeing the invisible, hearing
the voiceless, and creating spaces for social change.

Fearless Dialogues is now a grassroots organization committed to creating unique spaces for unlikely 
partners to engage in hard heartfelt conversations that see gifts in others, hear value in stories, and work 
for change and positive transformation in self and other. They hope to interrupt cycles of marginalization, 
and to foster strong communities for the common good by creating spaces for unlikely relationships to 
change the way people see themselves and the world in which they live. 

Ellison’s research focuses on caring with marginalized populations, pastoral care as social activism, and 
20th and 21st century mysticism. He is the author of Cut Dead But Still Alive: Caring for African American 
Young Men, along with Fearless Dialogues, and has one book in progress with Westminster John Knox 
Press—Anchored in the Current: The Eternal Wisdom of Howard Thurman in a Changing World.

Ellison has twice been the recipient of Candler’s “Faculty Person of the Year” award, in 2010-2011 and 
2016-2017. In 2014, Ellison received the Emory Williams Distinguished Teaching Award, Emory 
University’s most prestigious faculty teaching honor. He is an ordained Baptist minister who has served in 
Methodist and Presbyterian churches.

Rev. Angela Mao Johnson, MDiv, has served as a prison chaplain intern at 
Jimmy Helm’s Transitional Center ministering to pregnant and terminally ill 
inmates, a college chaplain intern at Emory University, and a Chaplain 
Resident at Wesley Woods Psychiatric Hospital at Emory University Hospital. 
In addition to her work with Fearless Dialogues, she currently serves as the 
Assistant Pastor of Central United Methodist Church where her ministry 
focus is youth and young adults. 

Luncheon Keynote

Fearless Dialogues

L u n c h e o n  K e y n o t e  S p o n s o r

ProSolutions Training, an online training company, offers more than 100 individual online
courses, multi-course packages, and certificates in early care and education and human 
services subject areas. Whether you are seeking continuing education credits, want to see
if online training is right for you, or are simply interested in a specific topic; you can 
choose from a variety of courses to meet your individual needs! ProSolutions Training 
coursework adheres to the highest standards set by IACET, is available in Spanish, and 

includes some CEUs at no extra charge with every Professional Development Certificate. Take online courses 
designed to increase your skill set, update existing knowledge or provide new insights that can help you make a 
difference in the life of children and families at www.prosolutionstraining.com.



Peachtree Room
“Motivational Interviewing and Coaching Parents that Use Physical Discipline: Part 1”

Social norms accepting corporal punishment have long been recognized as the most prevalent risk factor for child abuse. 
Professionals who work with families have a vital role in educating parents on this difficult issue but lack the practice, 
confidence, and tools to address the subject. This session will cover how No Hit Zones seek to change social norms 
around corporal punishment by creating a safe environment where no adult shall hit a child, no child shall hit an adult, no adult 
shall hit an adult, and no child shall hit a child. Please plan to attend the second part of this workshop at 3:15pm in the same room. 

Stacie LeBlanc, JD, MEd, is the Executive Director of the New Orleans Children's Advocacy Center (NOCAC) and Audrey Hepburn 
CARE Center and has been awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award by Victims and Citizens Against Crime. Stacie has created 
three sought after programs including Beyond Mandatory Reporting; Teens, Sex, and the Law; and Painless Parenting, and was 
recognized for 11 successful legislative amendments.

Dogwood Room
“Grandparents Raising Grandchildren: Nurturing Environments Through Community Support ”- View Presentation 

An estimated 2.7 million grandparents serve as surrogate parents to grandchildren in the United States, representing a 64% 
increase over the past two decades, with the highest concentration in the Southeastern region. Most of these grandparent-
headed families are not part of the formal foster care system and, as a result, receive fewer benefits compared to foster parents. 
This session will focus on the complex needs of these families and how to best support them to ensure nurturing environments 
and the best possible outcomes for the children in their care. Lessons from Project Healthy Grandparents, a community-based 
program designed to enhance the well-being of grandparent-headed families, will be discussed.

Susan J. Kelley, RN, PhD, is the Director and founder of Project Healthy Grandparents (PHG) and Professor of Nursing at Georgia 
State University. Dr. Kelley has published extensively on child maltreatment and serves on the national board of Prevent Child 
Abuse America. She is the 2019 recipient of the Mark Chaffin Impact Award presented by PCA Georgia. 

Benasha Shine-Berry, LMSW, has been a practicing Social Worker for 16 years. Ms. Shine-Berry has been the Program Manager 
for PHG since 2014. Prior to PHG, she worked at Safe Space where she was a Sr. Caseworker, Supervisor for preventive services, 
and Director of Maternal Child Health Services; this included management of Healthy Families NY. Ms. Shine-Berry has extensive 
experience working with children and families, as well as managing home visiting programs.

Dekalb
“Connections Matter Part 2: Resilience and Relationships” - View Presentation

This is the second part of the Connections Matter workshop. Please plan to attend both parts which explore adverse childhood 
experiences using Georgia data and teaches audiences the importance of interactions and connections to help prevent and 
alleviate the consequences of trauma.

Julia Neighbors, JD, is the Executive Director of Prevent Child Abuse Georgia, housed in the Mark Chaffin Center for Healthy 
Development at Georgia State University. Her past experience includes work with court appointed special advocates, a senior 
attorney with the Fulton County Child Attorney’s Office and the project manager for JUST Georgia. In 2013, Julia was appointed 
to the Board of the Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice and served until 2019.

Tiffany Sawyer is the Director of Prevention Services at the GCCA where she oversees the statewide abuse prevention initiative 
that has trained over 100,000 adults since 2006. Previously, she worked as an Associate Director at Darkness to Light, a national 
non-profit for the prevention of child sexual abuse. At Darkness to Light, she assisted in creating the Stewards of Children 

training curriculum and helped to launch the program on a national and international level.

A f t e r n o o n  S e s s i o n  C        1 : 4 5 p . m . - 3 p . m .

WORKSHOPS

https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/GrandparentsRaisingGrands.pdf
https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/PCAGA-Conf.-ACEsCM-slides-Sept-2019.pdf


Centennial Rooms A & B

“Preventing Inequities in Risk for Child Abuse and Neglect through Policy and Social Norms Change”

Exposure to violence in childhood can impact lifelong health and access to opportunity and has also been linked to risk 
factors including inequities in access to social and economic conditions needed for health and well-being. Addressing these 
socioeconomic conditions can prevent child abuse and neglect. This session will use the CDC’s Essentials for Childhood 
framework and Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect technical package to focus on societal-level prevention strategies 
including family -friendly work policies, tax credits and housing policies.  Message framing to increase the public’s 
commitment to assuring health and well-being for children and families will also be discussed.

Sandra Alexander, MEd, is a national leader with almost 50 years’ experience developing, leading and evaluating child 
maltreatment prevention strategies and trainings. For the past 15 years, she has provided expertise in the Division of 
Violence Prevention at the CDC where she developed and led several major child maltreatment initiatives. She also has over 
20 years of non-profit leadership experience and work as an Adoption and Foster Care caseworker and supervisor. 

Katie Ports, PhD, is a Behavioral Scientist in the Research and Evaluation Branch in the Division of Violence Prevention (DVP) 
at the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC) of the CDC. Dr. Ports serves as a subject matter expert for 
the Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) Study and Child Abuse and Neglect in DVP. Her research focuses primarily on the 
prevention of child maltreatment and sexual violence.

Marilyn Metzler, RN, MPH, is a Senior Analyst for Health Equity in the Division of Violence Prevention at the CDC, where she 
leads efforts to integrate a health equity approach across research, surveillance, and program activities. She has co-authored 
multiple publications and is a member of the HHS Criminal Justice & Healthy People Social Determinants workgroups.

Joanne Klevens, MD, PhD, has worked in public health for almost 40 years, in violence prevention for 30 years, and with the 
CDC for 18 years. At the CDC, she has contributed to research on the effectiveness of interventions to prevent child 
maltreatment, partner violence, and youth violence. Before joining the CDC, Dr. Klevens worked as a researcher and 
consultant in violence prevention in Bogotá and Medellín in Colombia.

Shichao Tang, PhD, is a Prevention Effectiveness Fellow and Economist at the CDC. He earned a PhD in Economics from Indiana
University-Purdue University Indianapolis with specializations in Health Econometrics and Health Economics. His research 
focuses on evaluating childhood violence prevention policies and cost-effectiveness of sexual violence prevention programs.

Centennial Rooms C & D

“Fearless Dialogues: Reflections”  

During this workshop, participants will continue the Fearless Dialogue journey with Dr. Gregory Ellison and Rev. Angela 
Johnson by reflecting on pivotal moments during the keynote and discussing how they can continue to have hard, heartfelt 
conversations with family, friends, colleagues and more importantly, strangers. Dr. Ellison and Rev. Johnson will expound on 
the story behind Fearless Dialogues and the hope that lies ahead.  

Rev. Gregory Ellison II, PhD, is an associate professor of pastoral care and counseling at Emory University’s Candler School of 
Theology. He earned his M.Div. and Ph.D. degrees in pastoral theology from Princeton Theological Seminary. Ellison is author 
of Fearless Dialogues: A New Movement for Justice and is committed to seeing the invisible, hearing the voiceless, and 
creating spaces for social change.

Rev. Angela Mao Johnson, MDiv, has served as a prison chaplain intern at Jimmy Helm’s Transitional Center ministering to 
pregnant and terminally ill inmates, a college chaplain intern at Emory University, and a Chaplain Resident at Wesley Woods 
Psychiatric Hospital at Emory University Hospital. In addition to her work with Fearless Dialogues, she currently serves as the 
Assistant Pastor of Central United Methodist Church where her ministry focus is youth and young adults. 



Peachtree
“Motivational Interviewing and Coaching Parents that Use Physical Discipline: Part 2” 

Social norms accepting corporal punishment have long been recognized as the most prevalent risk factor for child 
abuse. Professionals who work with families have a vital role in educating parents on this difficult issue but lack the 
practice, confidence, and tools to address the subject. This session will cover how No Hit Zones seek to change social 
norms around corporal punishment by creating a safe environment where no adult shall hit a child, no child shall hit 
an adult, no adult shall hit an adult, and no child shall hit a child. Please plan to attend both parts 

Stacie LeBlanc, JD, MEd, is the Executive Director of the New Orleans Children's Advocacy Center (NOCAC) and 
Audrey Hepburn CARE Center and has been awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award by Victims and Citizens 
Against Crime. Stacie has created three sought after programs including Beyond Mandatory Reporting; Teens, Sex, 
and the Law; and Painless Parenting, and was recognized for 11 successful legislative amendments.

Dogwood
“Child Sexual Abuse Exams: It’s Normal to be Normal” 

By attending this conference session, attendees will learn about basic genital anatomy and how it responds to child 
sexual abuse. We will explore various studies that have looked at the prevalence of injuries, both acute and non-
acute, that occur during child sexual abuse. The attendees will learn how a forensic medical examination is 
conducted, the types of testing that we perform, and how we interpret the results.

Stephen Messner, MD, earned his medical degree from the Medical College of Virginia in 2001. He completed his 
pediatric residency at the University of Florida and stayed on as faculty in the general pediatrics division, seeing 
patients for general pediatric issues and for concerns of abuse and neglect. In 2007, Dr. Messner joined the Child 
Protection Team at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta and was appointed Medical Director in 2016. Dr. Messner is a 
Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics and a member of the GA AAP section on child abuse. 

Dekalb

“Georgia Family Support Network: Building Nurturing Communities in Georgia ”- View Presentation

Prevention and Community Support (PCS) is the section within the Georgia Division of Family and Children Services 
that is tasked with managing federal and state funding streams supporting programs and initiatives to prevent child 
maltreatment.  The PCS staff will provide a general introduction to the Georgia Family Support Network (GFSN), the 
National Family Support Network Standards of Quality, and how the GFSN can help improve the family support and 
strengthening field in Georgia.

Deborah Chosewood, MSW, is the Deputy Director of PCS in the Georgia Division of Family and Children Services. 
Deborah has worked in the early childhood and prevention field for nearly 20 years. She is the state lead on the 
Georgia Family Support Network and serves on the PCA GA Advisory Board.

Laura Griggs, LMSW, is a Program Specialist with the PCS Section of Georgia DFCS. In her current role, Laura enjoys 
being a part of Georgia prevention-focused groups, such as the Better Brains for Babies Advisory Committee and 
Georgia Essentials for Childhood.

A f t e r n o o n  S e s s i o n  D        3 : 1 5 p . m . - 4 : 3 0 p . m .

WORKSHOPS

https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/GFSN-PPT-PCA-GA-GCCF-FINAL.pdf


Centennial Rooms A & B
“How Schools are Responding to the Mandate to Provide 

Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Education in Public Schools Grades K-9” –View Presentation

This workshop will feature a panel discussion on how schools are responding to Georgia’s new mandate to provide 
sexual abuse prevention education in grades Kindergarten through ninth grade. Each panelist will discuss what their 
individual organizations are doing to abide by this new mandate while sharing successes and barriers. 

Carol Neal Rossi has more than 25 years experience as a communications director, program manager and marketing 
professional. As President of Issues Consulting she provides consulting services to for-profit and nonprofit 
organizations. She is currently a Regional Prevention Coordinator for the Georgia Center for Child Advocacy (GCCA) 
where she partners with local agencies to promote child sexual abuse prevention training throughout Atlanta’s 7-
county region. 

Tiffany Sawyer is the Director of Prevention Services at the GCCA where she oversees the statewide abuse 
prevention initiative that has trained over 100,000 adults since 2006 and is part of the CJCC Human Trafficking Task 
Force Leadership. Previously, she worked as an Associate Director at Darkness to Light, a national non-profit for the 
prevention of child sexual abuse. At Darkness to Light, she assisted in creating the Stewards of Children training 
curriculum and helped to launch the program on a national and international level. 

Presentation contributors include: 

Cheryl Galloway-Benefield, EdS, Program Manager, Safe and Supportive Schools, GA Dept of Education

Daryl Rice, Health and Physical Education Coordinator, Atlanta Public Schools 

Deborah Moore-Sanders, Director of Student Support Services, DeKalb County School District 

Daniel Whitaker, PhD and Erin Weeks, MPH, School of Public Health, Georgia State University 

Kacey Baine, Program Coordinator, Prevention and Training, Stephanie V. Blank Center for Safe and Healthy 
Children, Children's Healthcare of Atlanta at Scottish Rite

Centennial Rooms C & D
“Exploring and Explaining Grooming Activities in Child Molestation Investigations” – View Presentation 

“Why didn't she tell someone immediately?” "Why didn't he run away?" "Why would she want to be around her 
abuser?" As we better understand the process of grooming (manipulation techniques) occurring in child 
molestation cases, we are equipped to answer these common questions. This presentation will define the term 
"grooming" and explain the goals, steps and techniques in the grooming process. Case studies will be presented 
during this workshop.

Mary Beth Nelson, LCSW, has worked in the field of child welfare for 18 years. After working as a CPS investigator in 
Alabama for two years, Mary Beth became a forensic interviewer for Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta before moving 
to the Georgia Center for Child Advocacy. She has worked as a forensic interviewer for 16 years, conducting over 
1200 forensic interviews and testifying in over 90 criminal trials involving sexual abuse, physical abuse, child 
witnesses to homicides and child sex trafficking. She serves on the faculty of Child First Georgia.

https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/PCA-GA-Panel-on-GA-Mandate-for-CSA-Prevention-Education.pdf
https://abuse.publichealth.gsu.edu/files/2019/09/2019-Exploring-Grooming-Activities.pdf


Fulton County Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 
Since 1995 Fulton County Court Appointed Special Advocates (FCCASA) Inc., has been a
501©(3) that provides training for community members to become child advocate volunteers
to follow abused and neglected children as they navigate the child welfare process in foster
care. Fulton County CASA needs volunteers to advocate in the best interest of abused and
neglected children.
FultonCountyCASA.org or email recruiter@fultoncountycasa.org

The Georgia Center for Child Advocacy
The Georgia Center for Child Advocacy is a private, non-profit child advocacy center with a 
vision for safe communities where every child feels safe. The center's mission is to champion 
the needs of sexually and severely physically abused children through prevention, intervention, 
therapy, and collaboration. 
GeorgiaCenterforChildAdvocacy.org

Bikers Against Child Abuse B.A.C.A. 
B.A.C.A. exists with the intent to create a safer environment for abused children. We exist as a 
body of bikers to empower children to not feel afraid of the world in which they live. We stand 
ready to lend support to our wounded friends by involving them with an established, united 
organization. 
BACAworld.org

Laurel Heights Hospital
Laurel Heights is an inpatient mental health facility serving children, youth and families. They 
are devoted to helping children and youth in crisis and those that have not been successful in 
outpatient services. Laurel Heights has several PRTF programs that can fit the needs of youth 
today and have the only inpatient crisis unit in the South East serving children and youth that 
have both a mental health diagnosis and Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
www.LaurelHeightsHospital.com 

The Younique Foundation (TYF)
TYF is a non-profit organization established in 2014 to support female adult survivors of child 
sexual abuse. Child sexual abuse has reached epidemic proportions - one in four girls and one 
in six boys will be sexually abused before the age of 18. TYF works to inspire hope through 
healing, empower caregivers to protect children through prevention education, to raise 
awareness, and create safe places to discuss sexual abuse. 
Youniquefoundation.org/ 

Connections Matter Georgia
The Connections Matter training focuses on preventing and mitigating the effects of ACEs 
through stable and nurturing connections. PCA Georgia and the Georgia Center for Child 
Advocacy are leading this initiative with the help of trainers statewide! The Connections Matter 
training is intended for all audiences as we believe everyone has a role to play in helping 
children and families thrive.
www.ConnectionsMatterGA.org/

Fearless Dialogues
Fearless Dialogues is a grassroots organization committed to creating unique spaces for 
unlikely partners to engage in hard heartfelt conversations that see gifts in others, hear value 
in stories, and work for change and positive transformation in self and other. They hope to 
interrupt cycles of marginalization, and to foster strong communities for the common good by 
creating spaces for unlikely relationships to change the way people see themselves and the 
world in which they live. 
www.FearlessDialogues.com

EXHIBITORS

fultoncountycasa.org
mailto:recruiter@fultoncountycasa.org
georgiacenterforchildadvocacy.org
bacaworld.org
http://www.laurelheightshospital.com/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyouniquefoundation.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cpreventchildabusega%40gsu.edu%7C2d67697a4a0440a66b6308d71cf06c86%7C515ad73d8d5e4169895c9789dc742a70%7C0%7C0%7C637009691248815864&sdata=8jsag4IYab8Ui8hVYLZ6KsSF7N477q2ss39woB4q6ds%3D&reserved=0
http://www.connectionsmatter.org/
http://www.fearlessdialogues.com/


Division of Family & Children Services- CPS Intake Communication Center 
The CPS Intake Communications Center (CICC) receives and assesses allegations of child abuse
and neglect in Georgia through the 1-855-GACHILD hotline and online. They want to help
answer questions from mandated reporters or other concerned individuals regarding reporting
procedures and practices.
DFCS.Georgia.gov

Attachment & Trauma Network, Inc.
At the Attachment & Trauma Network, it is our mission to promote healing of children 
impacted by trauma through supporting their families, schools, and communities. Our     
parenting program provides training and support for those parenting/caregiving children    
affected by trauma and our Creating Trauma-Sensitive Schools program provides professional 
development training for school districts. We will be hosting our national conference in 
Atlanta, Feb 16-18, 2020.
www.AttachTrauma.org

Child Welfare Training Collaborative (CWTC)
CWTC offers training and CEUs to community partners at no cost. By bringing everyone to the 
same table, we create an opportunity for community partners to have a shared understanding 
of issues facing families and also strengthens the collaborations to promote better outcomes 
for Georgia's children. CWTC is a partnership between the Division of Family and Children 
Services and Georgia State University School of Social Work Professional Excellence Program. 
CWTC.gsu.edu

Revved Up Kids
Revved Up Kids is an Atlanta-based nonprofit organization providing sexual abuse, violence and 
trafficking prevention training programs for children, teens, parents and youth-serving 
organizations. Our single session training programs are available to groups throughout metro-
Atlanta and its surrounding counties in North Georgia.
www.RevvedUpKids.org

ProSolutions
ProSolutions Training, an online training company, offers more than 100 individual online
courses, multi-course packages, and certificates in early care and education and human 
services subject areas. Whether you are seeking continuing education credits, want to see
if online training is right for you, or are simply interested in a specific topic; you can start today 
by taking online courses designed to increase your skill set, update existing knowledge or 
provide new insights that can help you make a difference in the life of children and families. 
www.ProsolutionsTraining.com/

Wellroot Family Services
Wellroot, formerly the United Methodist Children's Home, offers foster care, ILP, TLP, and 
Family Housing services in an effort to provide temporary homes for children/youth in need. 
They are seeking to increase the number of foster homes in Georgia to meet the needs of 
individual children and families, offering homes for sibling groups, homes in particular 
communities, and homes that can address the emotional or physical needs of a child. 
Wellroot.org/

Child Welfare Information Gateway
Child Welfare Information Gateway provides access to timely, practical resources that help 
child welfare, adoption, and related professionals protect children and strengthen families.
www.ChildWelfare.gov/

EXHIBITORS

https://dfcs.georgia.gov/
http://www.attachtrauma.org/
http://cwtccwtc.gsu.edu/
http://www.revvedupkids.org/
http://www.prosolutionstraining.com/
https://wellroot.org/
http://www.childwelfare.gov/


Prevent Child Abuse (PCA) Georgia is housed at Georgia State University’s School of Public Health in 

the Mark Chaffin Center for Healthy Development. PCA Georgia’s mission is to work towards the healthy 

development of children statewide recognizing that strong families are the building block for community 

development and economic development. As one of the leaders of the Georgia Essentials team, they engage 

partners to create safe, stable, nurturing relationships and environments for children and are facilitating the 

development of Georgia’s Child Abuse Prevention Plan with DFCS’ Prevention and Community Support 

Section. Additionally, PCA Georgia has been working over a year in partnership with the Georgia Center for 

Child Advocacy to establish a training, in response to Adverse Childhood Experiences, called Connections 

Matter. The Connections Matter training, debuted at the conference today, shows steps we can take as 

individuals and a state to prevent and mitigate the consequences of trauma. 

Julia Neighbors
Director

Jneighbors@gsu.edu
404-413-1419

Naeshia McDowell
Training & Helpline Coordinator

Nmcdowell2@gsu.edu 
404-413-2379

Jyll Walsh
Comm. & Outreach Coordinator

Jwalsh10@gsu.edu 
404-413-1296

www.PCAGeorgia.org for the latest 
information on PCA Georgia

“Like” us on Facebook!

@PreventGeorgia

“Follow” us on Twitter!
@PCAGeorgia

"This project was supported in part by the Georgia Division of Family and Children Services through the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families, Community Based Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CFDA 93.590). Points of view or opinions stated 
in this document are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the Georgia Division of Family and 
Children Services or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Community Based Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment Act (CFDA 93.590)."

Conference Organizers

The Stephanie V. Blank Center for Safe and Healthy Children at Children’s Healthcare of 

Atlanta, a service of Children’s at Scottish Rite and Children’s at Hughes Spalding hospitals, promotes the 

safety and well-being of children through advocacy in the community and the identification, behavioral 

health assessment and counseling, and prevention of child abuse. The Center for Safe and Healthy Children 

is a child advocacy center that provides comprehensive medical and forensic evaluations, behavioral health 

assessments and counseling, and professional trainings in a safe, child-friendly environment by a team of 

professionals who have extensive pediatric experience.

For more information on our services visit www.choa.org/cpc

Angie Boy
Program Manager

Angela.Boy@choa.org
404-785-7429

Kacey Baine
Program Coordinator

Kacey.baine@choa.org
404-785-3389

http://www.choa.org/cpc


www.PCAGeorgiaHelpline.org

The 1-800-CHILDREN Helpline is for:

The Helpline Includes Resources for:

• Parents and Grandparents
• Relatives or Other Caregivers
• Professionals Working with Families

• Faith Communities
• Victims of Crime
• Survivors of Abuse

• Caregiver Support
• Counseling and Support Groups
• Afterschool and Child Programs

• Domestic Violence
• Child Abuse
• Housing and Basic Needs

1-800-CHILDREN (244-5373) is your community’s family resource guide.

Conference Evaluations
In order to receive CEUs, you must complete the conference evaluation by using 
the QR code or the link below. Send CEU questions to Kacey.baine@choa.org. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2019GCCAN


